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pared series of skins brought home by us, and now in the 
hands of Capt. G. E. Shelley (who has, with his usual kind- 
ness, afforded us the greatest assistance in our investigations), 
and to the fact that the entries on the labels may be implicitly 
relied upon, having been recorded with the greatest care in 
the flesh at the time the specimens were procured. 


XXX.—Note on Saxicola monticola, with special reference to 
the Observations of Majors Butler and Feilden and Capt. 
Reid. By R. BowpLER Suarez, F.L.S. 


I weep hardly state with what pleasure I have perused the 
very valuable notes given in the preceding paper. I was so 
convinced that my account of the black-and-white Chats, 
given in my edition of Layard’s ‘ Birds of South Africa,’ was 
not exhaustive, that immediately on the conclusion of this 
portion of my work I wrote out to all my correspondents in 
South Africa begging them to send me as quickly as possible 
complete sets of these birds, in pairs, if possible, and with 
the dates of capture carefully recorded. Two of my friends, 
Mr. Lucas of Rustenberg, and Dr. Exton, the curator of the 
Bloemfontein Museum, at once responded to my request; and 
Mr. Seebohm, when he wrote the fifth volume of the ‘ Cata- 
logue of Birds, had quite a score of specimens more than I 
had at my disposal when I wrote my account of the South- 
African Chats. I was not a little disappointed, therefore, 
when I found that Mr. Seebohm could only reconcile the 
variations in plumage in the black-and-white Chats of 
South Africa by bringing in his favourite theory of inter- 
breeding ; and I felt that, although the work done by 
Messrs. Blanford and Dresser in their monograph, and by 
myself in the ‘ Birds of South Africa,’ was not conclusive, I 
was sure that Mr. Seebohm’s attempt to settle the matter by 
the theory of hybridization would prove to be unavailing. 
The Chats of South Africa are not the only birds of that por- 
tion of the globe of which the changes of plumage are exceed- 
ingly difficult to follow; andit would be much to be regretted 
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if we could only settle the differences before us by the theory 
of hybridization instead of by natural sequence of change. 
For I have always felt that the crossing of birds in a state of 
nature is a theory that requires the utmost caution in ac- 
cepting, as it runs the risk of bemg invoked on every occa- 
sion where the facts appear to be at all difficult of compre- 
hension. As regards the conclusions arrived at by the 
authors of the foregoing paper, I must state that they seem 
to me incontrovertible. The solution of the question of the 
changes of plumage in Savicola monticola was certainly one 
for a ficld-naturalist, and it was lucky that three such good 
observers as our authors should have been led to study this 
intricate subject. I have carefully gone over the skins of 
Saxicola monticola in the British Museum, and have tested 
them with the observations of our authors, with the follow- 
ing result :— 


SAXICOLA LEUCOMELENA, Burch.; Seebohm, Cat. B. Brit. 
Mus. v. p. 377. l 

“b. 9 ad. sk. Damara Land (C. J. Andersson). R. B. 
Sharpe, Esq. Type of S. diluta, Bl. & Dr.” 

Mr. Seebohm has made a guess at the sex of this specimen, 
as it has no collector’s ticket attached. It is, according to 
the foregoing observations of Messrs. Butler, Feilden, and 
Reid, an adult male in the 9th stage. 


“ec. g imm. Ie. Dariep (C.J. 4.). R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 

A male in the plumage of the adult female, but darker. 
It is in the first stage of B., F., & R. On the forehead, eye- 
brow, and chin there is a hoary shade. 


“d. g imm. sk. Hykomkap (C. J. 4.). R. B. Sharpe, 
Esg.” 

A young male in moult, apparently changing from its 
nestling plumage into its first winter dress; the shoulder- 
feathers slightly edged with hoary whitish. 


“e, gad. Hykomkap (C. J. A.). R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 
An adult male in 5th stage of B., F., & R. 
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This specimen is marked a female by Andersson, and has 
misled both myself and Mr. Seebohm. According to B., F., 
& R. it would be a fully adult male in the 9th stage. 


Cy lomesk. Hykomiap (C. J. A0- ReBuSiaxupe;dieg.”’ 
A young male in first winter plumage. 


“h, i. Imm. sk. Objimbinque (C. J. A.). R. B. Sharpe, 
Esq oe 

his marked 9, which it may be. Itis a young bird after 
first moult. 721s quite a nestling, and has not the sex marked. 
Both these birds may be somewhat of varieties, as they have 
a white feather or two on the head. 


“k. 9 imm, sk. Swakop river (C. J. 4.). R.B. Sharpe, 
Esq.” 

According to B., F., & R. this is a fully old male, It is in 
full moult, and is intermediate between their Gth and 7th 
stages, showing the transition from one to the other. An- 
dersson does not seem to have understood the changes of 
these black Chats, as he labels the present specimen “ young 
female,” whereas it is certainly an old bird in very worn 
plumage. 


“I,m. 8 2. Oosop (C. J. A.). R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 

The male is in the 5th stage of B., F., & R. The sex “ fe- 
male” is not so determined by Andersson. It is a very old 
male according to B., F., & R., in their 9th stage. 


‘ne. Gaad.sk, The eedeeSwakoptiver(C./. 4.). "R. Bt 
Sharpe, Esq.” 

An interesting specimen in 6th stage of B., F., & R. The 
white head is assumed, but the black belly still remains, 
though with slight traces of white. 


“o. 6 imm.sk. The Reeds (C. J. A.). R. B. Sharpe, 
Esq.” 

In 5th stage of B., F., & R. This bird is in changing 
plumage, having almost assumed the white belly, while the 
head is very backward, being still dull greyish, with a few 
whitish feathers appearing over the eye. 
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“p. Jadek. Swakop river, June 22 (C.J. M.). R.B. 
Sharpe, Esq.” 
Typical adult male in the 5th stage. 


“q. 2 ad. sk. Swakop river, Oct. 26th (erroncously en- 
tered in Cat. as June 22). R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 
An adult female. 


SAXICOLA LEUCOMELENA-MONTICOLA, Seebohm, Cat. B. v. 
p. 379. 

“e. g ad. sk. Colesberg (T. C. Atmore). R. B. Sharpe, 
Esq. Type of S. griseiceps.” 

In typical 5th stage of B., F., & R. 


“<f. 9 ad.; g,h. Imm. sk. Thomas river, B. C. Capt. 
Trevelyan.” 

Mr. Seebohm appears to have so satisfied himself as to the 
correctness of his views on these Chats as to repudiate the 
determinations of the sexes by ficld-collectors. Allowing for 
a few obvious mistakes, the series in the British Muscum 
appears to have been, on the whole, very carefully selected, 
and in the present case Mr, Seebohm would seem thoroughly 
wrong in his calculations. 

His “adult female” (f) is a fully adult male, and is so sexed 
by Capt. Trevelyan. It is in the 8th stage of B., F., R: 

One of his “immature” birds is an adult female, the mate 
of the foregoing male, shot on the same day and at the same 
place. It is sexed “female” by Capt. Trevelyan. 

The third specimen is immature, being marked as the 
‘young of the two birds.” 


“i, g@ad.sk. Bloemfontein, Nov. 15, 1872. Dr. Exton 
(eae? 


A male in brecding-plumage in the 6th stage of B., F., 
& R. 


“kl. g3 9 ad. sk.; m. Imm.sk. Bloemfontein, Dee. 9, 
1876. Br. Bxten [P.}.” 

These are a breeding pair, the male im 7th stage of B., F., 
& R. The young bird is blacker than the female. 
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“n, $ ad. sk. Potchefstroom, Jan. 4, 1877 (IF. Lucas). 
Dr. Exton [P.].” 

Mr. Lucas’s label says “sex not distinguishable,” but Mr. 
Seebohm determines the specimen to be a female. Accord- 
ing to B., F., & R. this would be an adult male in 7th stage. 


“o, 9 ad.sk. Potchefstroom (T. Ayres). T. H. Gurney, 
Esq. [P.]. Type of S. tephronota.” 

Also determined by Mr. Seebohm to be a female on his 
own authority. It would be, according to B., F., & R., a 
very old male in 9th stage. N.B. The sex was not given 


by Mr. Ayres. 


“p. g ad. sk. Koanquip, Great Namaqua Land (C. J. A.). 
R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 
In typical 5th stage of B., F, & R. 


C gor S 2 ad. sk. Moy’s Fountaim (C.J. 4.). RABI 
Sharpe, Esq.” 

In the case of the male, Mr. Seebohm follows Mr. Anders- 
son’s ticket on the specimen; it is an adult male in 6th stage 
OF Be, DPG R: 

Mr. Andersson also marked the two other specimens 
““males;” but Mr. Secbolim, being convinced of the con- 
trary, has put them down as females, because they were 
grey. But Andersson’s indication of these birds as males 
agrees with the conclusions of our authors; and according to 
B., F.,& R. the birds would be very old males in the 7th and 
Sth stages. 


SAXICOLA MONTICOLA-LEUCOMELENA, Seebohm, é. c. p. 880. 

“a. 9 ad. sk. South Africa. Purchased.” 

This bird is marked by the late Jules Verreaux on the 
label, “jne. g.” This was done by him during his stay with 
me during the Paris Commune. The real sex of the specimen 
was not attached by the collector, the skin having been ori- 
ginally purchased by me from Leadbeater. Mr. Seebohm, 
following his preconceived notions, has boldly identified it 
as a female; but according to B., F., and R. it would he a 
male in the 8th stage in worn plumage. 
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“}. Imm. sk. South Africa (E: L. Layard). R. B. 
Sharpe, Esq.” 

Marked by Blanford and Dresser “ S. monticola? Ẹ ,” and 
there can be no doubt that it is an adult female of this 
species. 


“e d. Ad.sk. Colesberg (Ortlepp). R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 

Spec. c is a male, according to B., F., & R. intermediate 
between the 6th and 7th stages. It has the head and upper 
parts dull grey, the shoulders becoming white, while under- 
neath it is dull grey. 

Spec. dis a male in 4th stage, but not quite complete on 
the belly, which is black with plentiful traces of white. 


ce, fe gad. sk. Potchefstroom, Feb. 1878 (M. Lucas). 
R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 

Two males in 4th stage, but the white belly not yet free 
from the preceding black-bellied stage. 


«“g. Imm. sk. Potchefstroom, Dec. 1876 (IV. Lucas). 
Dr. Exton.” 

The sex was “uncertain,” according to Mr. Lucas; but 
there can be no doubt of the bird being an adult female 
in breeding-plumage. 


2 


“h, g ad:; m. Imm.sk. Potchefstroom, Jan. 1877 (WV. 
Lucas). Dr. Exton.” 

A most interesting scries, all being in change of plumage. 
The adult male is moulting from the 4th stage to the 5th. 
A second bird is evidently an adult female. Another is a 
young male moulting from the 2nd to the 3rd stage. 

Three specimens are marked by Mr. Lucas as having been 
shot “from the same kraal” on the same day (Jan. 4, 1877). 
They are all young males, just passing from the Ist stage 
into the 2nd or white-shouldered stage. 


SAXICOLA MONTICOLA, Seebohm, Cat. B. v. p. 380. 

“a. Imm. sk. S. Africa (E. L. Layard). R. B. Sharpe, 
Esq.” 

Apparently a young female. 
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“b. 2? ad. S. Africa (E. L. Layard). R. B. Sharpe, 
Esq.” à 

Determined by Mr. Seebohm to be a female; but according 
to B., F., & R., it would be a very old male in the 7th stage. 


“c, Imm. sk. Eland’s Post (Atmore). R. B. Sharpe, 
Esq.” 
Apparently an adult female. 


“d. g ad.sk. Colesberg (Ortlepp). R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 
An interesting specimen, showing the colour of the head 
_in the Sth stage. 


“e. g ad. sk. Vaal river, May 6, 1879 (T. Ayres). Dr. 
Bradshaw.” 

Similar to the foregoing specimen, and showing a light 
loral streak of ashy whitish; the head otherwise black. 


“fg Sad, gimm.sk. Rustenberg, June 21, 1877 (W. 
Lucas). R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 

The supposed adult male, as determined by Mr. Secbohm, 
is in the 3rd stage and, as a matter of fact, is not nearly so 
advanced as the individual which he marks immature, but 
which, according to B., F., & R., would be a very old bird 
in the 7th stage. 


“h. g ad. sk. Amhoup, Damara Land, June 28, 1861 
(C. J. Andersson). R. B. Sharpe, Esq.” 

A fine-plumaged bird in the 8rd stage, showing, however, 
traces of white on the lores; the entire under surface black, 
with a few white bars near the vent. 


“k. 9 ad. sk. High Veldt, Transvaal, June 15 (F. Oates). 
CG. sol Oates, Esqrs. TEJ.” 

Mr. Seebohm is responsible for calling this bird a female, 
as Mr. Oates did not determine the sex. According to the 
ideas of our authors, however, it would be a very old male in 
the 7th stage, with the shoulders not yet white. 


Lastly, I have been favoured by my friend Dr. R. F. Brad- 
shaw with a series of specimens collected by him at different 
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times of the year, carefully determined as to sex, and having 
the date of capture attached. The following result ensues :— 

No. 1, g. Orange-river Mountains, Jan. 31, 1881. 

An adult bird in black plumage with white shoulders, in- 
termediate between the 3rd and 4th stages, 7. e. the head is 
becoming grey, but the abdomen is still black with a few 
white feathers here and there. This bird is a “ variety ” with 
grey on the secondaries and tail-feathers. 

No. 2, 9. Three miles from Orange river, March 29, 
1881. 

A hen bird in full plumage. 


No. 3, ¢. Same locality, March 19, 1881. 

Intermediate between the 7th and 8th stage. Above grey, 
clearer on the head and mantle. Shoulders becoming pure 
white, but the outer coverts of the median and lesser series 
still grey. Below dingy grey, but clearer on the throat and 
breast. 

No. 4, ¢. Rocky hills, Orange river, April 2, 1881. 

Emerging from the 3rd stage; the head still glossy black 
like the back, but the abdomen nearly all white with remains 
of black. 

No. 5, g. Orange river, June 24, 1881. 

Almost identical with No. 3, having still a good deal of 
grey above and below, especially on the eyebrows. 

No. 6, ¢. Same place and date as the preceding, and in 
the same plumage. 

No. 7, 8. Same place and date as the preceding. 

In the 5th stage. A perfect example of S. griseiceps, 
Blanford and Dresser. 

No. 8, g. Same place and date as the preceding, and in 
precisely the same plumage. 

No. 9, g. Orange river, July 6, 1881. 

In the 9th stage. 

No. 10, ¢. Orange river, Aug. 19, 1881. 

In the 5th stage, but with a good deal of black mixed with 
the abdomen. 
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No. 11. Orange river, Aug. 8, 1881. 

A specimen of the greatest importance, as it shows the 
transition from stage 5 to stage 7. It is grey, but still 
retains the white abdomen. 


No. 12, 2. Orange river, Aug. 8, 1881. 
An adalt bird. 


No. 18, g. Orange river, Aug. 8, 1881. 
In the 7th stage. 


No. 14, 2. Orange river, Aug. 8, 1881. 
The husband of No. 12. In the 6th stage; a beautiful 
specimen of griseiceps plumage. 


The occasion of Dr. Bradshaw’s study of these black-and- 
white Chats was his inability to master the different species 
as set forth in my edition of Layard’s ‘ Birds of South Africa;’ 
and he brought the series to England for my especial benefit. 
Tt need hardly be said that it confirms the observations of our 
authors to the letter, and even supplics some missing links. 
Dr. Bradshaw collected for some years in the Makalaha 
country and on the Zambesi, and is a most experienced ob- 
server. I may add that the above statements as to sex are 
taken from his original labels. 

Perhaps some ornithologists who are also taxpayers will 
derive some comfort from the fact that our war with the 
Transvaal Republic, which ended in such an inglorious 
manner for England, has shown that at least three of our 
officers have turned their opportunities to a good purpose, and 
have given as good an account of the Savxicole as they would 
have done of the Boers if it had been allowed. 

Mr. Seebohm will not agree with my political views, I 
know; but he is too honest a man, and too good a naturalist, 
not to admit that the theory of hybridization, which he so 
successfully demonstrated in the case of some Palearctic 
birds, has signally failed in the case of these African Chats, 
and he will, no doubt, mentally apologize to those naturalists 
whose determinations of the sexes, which he repudiated in 
many instances, now prove to have been perfectly correct. 


